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THE

WHY, THE CHURCH
MEANS

SO MUCH!

Our Father,
Bless these

words,

To the honor

we pray,

and glory of Thy Name,

And to the salvation

of the souls of men.
In Jesus'

Name,

Amen.

It is our purpose in this discussion to
bring your attention to focus upon the importance of the church by emphasizing why
it means so much. There are some who,
beca use of their lack of understanding, reject the church entirely. Others have stooped
to the leve l of assault and ridicule. Some
will conte nd that the church is unnecess ary
and is a "burden" imposed that is non esse nti a l. Others claim to believe that the
church has its place , but quite obviously
think nothin g of it. As we examine the subject now before us it is with a fervent hope
a nd pray er th a t we shall be able to assist
a ll who will give heed to a better understa ndin g of the ch ur ch of Christ, and wh y
its meanin g is so grea t.
To preface our st udy, we call your attention to th e following words from the Bible .
"Unto me, who am less than the least of all
sai n ts , is this grace given, that I should
pre ach a mon g the Gent iles the unsearchable
riches of Christ; and to make all men see
what is the fellowsh ip of the mystery, which
from the beginnin g of the world hath been
1

hid in God, who created all things by Jesu s
Christ: to the intent that now unto th e
princip a lities a nd powers in heave nly places
might be known by the ch ur ch th e manifold wisdom of God , acco rding to th e ete rn al purpo se
which he purpos ed in Christ J esus our Lord ."
(Eph . 3:8-11.) We can re adi ly see that this
scripture presents two ca rdin a l points which
must be clearly understood . First , the
church was in God's eternal purpo se. Second,
God has a univers a l work for the church
to accomplish, specifically the preaching
of the ete rnal truth of J esus Chri st. Obviously, therefore, the church is of great a nd
exceeding import anc e. It means much to
God. It mea ns much to Christ.
It is to
mean much to every sincere Christi an as a
member of the gloriou s bod y for whi ch our
Savior died .
The church is not som e sort of a n acc id en t
or step-child that can be lightl y rega rd ed or
practicall y neglected . It means far too
much . The foundin g of the church occupied
the infinite mind of God across many centuries.
Though some would deny this to
protect their human co ncepts, our text presents with rem a rkabl e simplicity that God
intended for the church to come to pass according to the plan and purpo se which he had
in Christ Jesus our Lord .
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We pray yo u, therefore, to refrain from
attending to the differing and colliding views
of ambitious and prideful men. Take the
time to hear clearly and well the teaching
of the word of God .
Because

of What It Is

Yray we begin by calling to your attention
that the church means much because of what it
is. In Colossians 1 :18 the inspired apostle
wrote, "And he is the head of the body, the
church : who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence ." Here we are taught
that the church is the body of Christ . God
has told us plainly in his word what the
chu rch is- the body of Chri st! How, then,
under any circumstances, could we possibly
conclude that the church of our Lord Jesus
Christ is unnecessary, unimportant, and has
little or no va lue? Again, we read, "And
hath put a ll things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the fulness of him
that filleth a ll in all." (Eph. 1 :22, 23 .) The
church is set before us again as the body of
Christ.
It is important, therefore, because
it is the bod y of Christ. No other group or
3

institution
tinction.

can claim

this

marvelous

dis-

In the second place the church is the family
of God. In Ephesians chapter 3, beginning
in verse 14, the apost le writes, "For this
cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our
Lord J esus Christ, of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named."
In
1 Timothy 3 :15 the writer declares that the
church is the "house of God, the pillar a nd
ground of the truth."
We know, then, that
God considers the church made up of man y
members to be his family, his people, "A
people for God's own possession" (Titus 2:
14 ASV) . Surely, we believe that God's
family must occupy a place of profound importance.
We also call your attention to the fact that
the church is the temple of God. There is no
temple standing in Jerusalem tod a y pa ttern ed after the stipul a tions of Moses' law
in which God's presence is known.
The
church is now God's temple. "Know ye not
that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are ." (1 Cor. 3:16, 17.)

God dwells within and among his people in the church for which his Son died-in the
church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Because

of What It Does

In the tenth chapter of the book of
Romans the apostle asked, "How shall they
hea r without a preacher?
How shall they
pre ac h except they be sent?"
(Verses 14,
15.) A little later in the same chapter he
said, "So then faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the word of God ." (Verse 17.)
It is the responsibility of the church today
to preach Christ.
Men cannot hear the
gospel without a preacher.
The preacher
cannot go unless he is sent. He should be
selected, supported, assisted by the church
to carry the gospel of Jesus Christ to those
who know it not. One does not have true
faith in God unless he is willing to abide in
that which the word of God teaches. (2 John
9.) Thus the church is important and means
so very much because it is the only body
charged with the solemn and awesome duty of
preaching Christ. We know that the church
is the pillar and ground of the truth . (1 Tim.
3:15.) Th e church is that glori ous institu5

tion to which God has co mmitt ed the sacred
privilege and holy obli ga tion of pre ac hin g
Christ and him crucified to lost men.
Fu rth er, as we read the New Te sta men t,
we are made aware of the pers ecution record ed in the book of Acts th a t cent ered
abo ut Stephen, the first Christian m art y r.
Following his death, the disciples were scatter ed abroad and "they went every wh ere
preaching the word" (Acts 8 :4) . The next
verse says, "Then Philip went down to th e
city of Samaria, and pr eac hed Christ unto
them ." We, then, who are Christians, a re
to be bu sily engaged in pre ac hing the gospel
of the Son of God. This is the business of
the church! This is the business in which
we are to be constantl y employed-preaching Christ. Preaching Christ to all who will
listen. Preaching Christ to a ll who will believe. Preaching Christ to all who want to
go to heaven.
The church me a ns so much beca use it
helps the unfortunate.
"Pure religion and
und efiled before God and th e Father is this,
To visit the fatherless and widows in th eir
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world."
(James 1 :27.) A part of
6

pure religion as enjoined upon us b y our
heavenly Fat her is to "visit the fathe rless
a nd widow s." It is clea rly our dut y as th e
church t o do good unto those who a re bowed
down in sorrow, who are without the ne ces sities of life. In fact, we are to do what ever
good we can in the inter est of anybod y a nd
eve rybod y. This is taught in Galatians
6:10, "As we have therefore op portunit y,
let us do good unto a ll men, especially unto
th em who are of the hous ehold of fa ith."
This admoni t ion was writt en to the chur ches
of Christ in the region of Galatia.
The church mea ns so much bec a use it is
the great body that worships God acco rdin g
to the teaching of the New T estame nt.
J esus said, "God is a Spirit: an d they t hat
worship him must wor sh ip him in sp irit a nd
in truth ." (John 4 :24.) The church of the
Lord assemb les togeth er at various times
a nd in th ese assemb lies th e peop le bow d ow n
in worship of the heave nly F a ther.
God
wants us to worship him. It is the duty,
obligation, privilege of the churc h to worship
God according to the truth a nd "in spirit ."
7

In order that we shall be clearly understood, we wish to emphasize that we speak
not of denominationalism
when we speak
of the church, but of that church set forth
clearly and prominently upon the pages of
the New Testament of Jesus Christ. This
church had its origin in the mind of God.
It was built according to God's eternal purpose. The Lord Jesus Christ had to come
into the world to make it possible for the
church to exist. Therefore, as we continu e
to consider this matter, we urge you to keep
these facts clearly in mind.
Becau se of What It Stands

For

In the first place the church stands for
liberty and freedom under God. "Stand
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage ." (Gal. 5:1.)
Every Christian has been liberated. He has
been liber ated from the bondage of the old
law as well as the bondage of sin which is
the most terrible, tragic bondage of all. Even
though one might spend a while in prison
because of his faith; even though on e may be
barred from public association, yet he still
8

enjoys liberty and freedom in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Observe the apostle Paul as a n
exa mple of this truth that we have presented.
Thus, the church today stands for liberty and
freedom under God. We live under the direction and guidance of the perfect law of
lib erty. "But whoso looketh into the per fect law of liberty, and continueth therein ,
he being not a for getful hearer, but a do er
of th e work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed. " (J a mes 1 :2.5.)
Th e church mea ns mu ch beca use it st a nd s
for purit y of individu al life. In giving one
of th e secret s of ha ppines s, Jesu s said,
"Blessed a re the pure in heart: for the y shall
see God ." (Ma tt. 5 :8.) Also we read , "La y
hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men 's sins: keep th yself
pure. " (1 Tim. 5:22.) The church mus t
uphold thes e veriti es. It cannot do other wise if we would please God. We must
contend for the bles sing, virtue, a nd bea uty
of a life of holiness .
The church also stands for the truth in all
right and reasonable areas of life. Th e
church is not oppos ed to the t ruth in a ny
9

realm th at is good for, and helpful to, society.
It may int erest you to know that
there is no contradiction between the truth
of the Bible and truth in the realm of science.
There is no truth known to science today
that contradicts
the truth of the Bible.
Whatever truth is for the good of mankind,
the church willin gly accepts that truth .
Because

of What It Opposes

There are people in religious circles who
are disposed to disagree with anything that
is negative. They deplore "negativism," but
in so doing "negate the negative." Yet, the
apostle Paul said to Timothy, "P reach the
word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exho rt with a ll lon gsuffering
and doctrine."
(2 Tim. 4:2.) There are
many things that the church must oppose
by reason of what it is, what it stands for,
a nd wh a t it does .
The church is duty-bound to oppos e religious error, division, or innovations of any
kind. "Now I bese ech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
all speak the same thing, and that there be
10

no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment ." (1 Cor. 1 :10.)
Again, "For ye are yet carnal: for whereas
there is among you envying, and strife, a nd
division, are ye not carnal, and walk as
men?"
(1 Cor. 3:3.) Those people were
condemned by the Spirit of God because
they walked in the mind of the flesh instead
of the mind of the Spirit. The mind of the
flesh will lead to division . The mind of the
Spirit will lead to unity.
We are impressed with the fact announced
in Ephesians 4:4, "There is one body."
As
we have seen previously, the church is the
family of God. Surely, the family of God
ought not to be divided. And, if the family
of God would not be divided, then the fam ily of God must stand squarely for the
truth - which is able to ma ke us free when
we know it, understand it, and practice it.
(John 8:32.) This, therefore, means that
we cannot and must not accept any error,
condone any division, or accept any innovation. We must stand up for the truth and
stand opposed to all religious errors.
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The church must oppose immorality in
any form . Our nation is being crushed,
abused, and cursed today by a tremendous
rise in immorality.
This is obvious to anyone who will take the time to look about
him.
Immorality has become almost an
epidemic across the U . S. A . The Bible
warns us against this kind of conduct.
"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom
of God."
(1 Cor. 6:9, 10.) Immorality
will destroy the soul. The church-if
it is
to stand - must stand opposed to any and
all kinds of immorality .
This leads us to say that any kind of sin
must be opposed by the Lord's church. Sin
is of satan. Sin comes out of the "bottom less pit ." Satan's influence brings about the
practice of sin. The Bible teaches us that
"the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23).
The church is a glorious institution.
It
is a wonderful family. It is a glorious body -
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not merely because of what it stands for but also because of what it opposes.
Because

of Christ

Finally, the church means so much because of Christ. We are taught in the New
Testament of the relationship that exists
between Christ and his church. The church
is set forth in a beautiful figure as the
bride of the Son of God. "Wherefore, my
brethren, ye also are become dead to the
law by the body of Christ; that ye should be
married to another, even to him who is
raised from the dead, that we should bring
forth fruit unto God ." (Rom. 7:4.) The
church presented as the bride of Christ and together with him - must bring forth
fruit to the honor and praise of the ete rnal
Father.
The writer of Ephesians says, "Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself for it; that he
might present it to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish."
(Eph. 5:25-27.) Some day, the
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church will be presented to Christ "without
spot, wrinkle , bl emish, or any such thing."
This is a glorious pictur e ! Let us understand
that the church mea ns so mu ch to us because of wh a t it means to Christ.
Vve also ask yo u to consid er that the New
Test ame nt church is "in Christ ." Note this
statement, "For as we have ma ny memb ers
in one body, and a ll members have not the
same office: so we , bein g many, are one
body in Ch rist, a nd every one members one
of a noth er." (Rom . 12:4, 5.) Thos e who
are Chri stians are in Christ. The y a re in the
body of Christ-the
ch ur ch. We are members one of a noth er. The blood of Christ
is that whi ch has cleansed us, one and a ll.
It was P a ul who declared, "For to me to
live is Christ, a nd to die is ga in." (Phil. 1 :
21.) This is the a ttitude th at we also must
ass um e if we would be well-ple as ing unto
God. We must wa lk in the footsteps of
Jesus for it was he who left us an example
t ha t we should follow in his steps.
"For
even hereunto were ye ca lled: because Christ
also suffered for us , leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps ." (1 Peter
2:21.)
14

The church means so much to our Savior
th at he willin gly went to the cross to give his
life for our redem ption and thus to purchase
the church. " T ake heed therefore unto yo urselves, a nd to a ll the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hat h made yo u overseers, to feed
the church of God, whi ch he hath purchased
wit h his own blood." (Acts 20:28.)

Christ wants us to be with him. "Let no t
yo ur hea rt be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe a lso in me. In my Fat her's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have to ld yo u. I go to prepare a
place for yo u . And if I go a nd prep are a
place for yo u , I will come agai n, an d receive
yo u unto myself; that where I am, there ye
ma y be a lso." (John 14:1-3.) Our Savior
declared, "Th at where I am, there ye may
be a lso. " This should be all the evidence
that we shall ever need to prove to us the
va lue a nd importance of the church .
If yo u want to be with Christ through all
ete rnity, we ur ge you to obey his will, become tru ly his , and he will in the sweet bye
and bye grant you the honor and clothe you
with the glory of being where he is. While
15

mercy lingers, while heaven waits, . whil e
time is still on your side, won't you surrender
to Christ, become a member of his church,
through obedi ence to the gospel, and then live
for him the rest of your days so that he ave n
may be your eternal home?
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NOTE
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